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Literacy Key Texts 
 

A little bit different- 
Celebrating 
differences  
Elmer – making 
choices and 
celebrating 
differences 
Look up!- 
celebrating 
important black 
history figures  
Ravi’s Roar- 
managing feelings  
 
 

Look Up – First female 
black astronaut 
Errol’s Garden 
(represents diversity) 
 
Talk Through Stories 
Ruby’s Worry 
(represents diversity) 
Ravi’s Roar (represents 
diversity) 
Handa’s Hen 
(represents diversity) 
Billy and the Beast 
(represents diversity) 

Elmer – being 
different 
Look Up! – black 
protagonist 
 

Anansi Tales – West 
African Folk Tales 
The Greak Kapok Tree – 
South American setting 
Mental Health Poetry – 
diversity, disabilities 

Maya Angelou – 
diversity, oppression, 
gender 
The Present – disability 
Egyptian Cinderella – 
ancient Egyptian tale 
 

Belonging – 
neighbourhoods, 
socio-economic 
Maya Angelou -  
diversity, 
oppression, gender 

Boy At The Back 
of the Class – 
refugee, Islamic 
author 
Wonder – 
disability, 
difference 
Aladdin – Arabic 
Folktale 
Hidden Figures – 
black women 
making change 
Renga – Japanese 
poetry 

Once  - religion and 
Jewish story 
The Arrival – 
migration, 
multiculturalism  
Dracula  - romany 
culture 
White Fang  - 
Native American 
tale 
 
 

Hawthorn Reading 
Spine 
 
 

A little bit different- 
Celebrating 
differences  
Elmer – making 
choices and 
celebrating 
differences 
Look up!- 
celebrating 
important black 
history figures  
Ravi’s Roar- 
managing feelings  
 
 

Elmer – being different 
Lila and the Secret of 
Rain – Kenyan 
protagonist 
Sulwe – colourism and 
difference 
 

When the Rains 
Come – African folk 
tale 
The Proudest Blue 
– Islam protagonist 
and author 
Mirror –comparison 
of different 
cultures, languages 
Cinnamon – 
diversity, disability 

Three Brave Women – 
gender 
My Name is Not 
Refugee – migration 
Where the Poppies 
Now Grow – loss 

Sam Wu is NOT afraid 
of… Asian protagonist  
Dominic Grows 
Sweetcorn – Jamaican 
tale 
Planet Omar – Asian 
protagonist  
Journey – migration, 
immigration 

FArTHER – loss 
The Ghanian 
Goldilocks – 
African fairytale 
The Girl Who Stole 
An Elephant – 
Indian protagonist 
and setting 
Malala’s Magic 
Pencil – Pakistani 
protagonist, 
immigration, 
gender 
Michael Rosen On 
the Move  - 
migration poems 
El Defo – hearing 
impairment, 
disability 

Coming to 
England – 
Windrush 
Generation 
 
Amazing Muslims 
who changed the 
world 
 
 

The Star Outside 
My Window – 
family dynamics 
 
Pig Heart Boy – 
illnesses 
 
No Ballet Shoes in 
Syria  - refugee 
 
 

All classes have a selection of books that represent the diversity of our school and the wider community. Our books celebrate modern family life, multiculturalism, gender 
and difference. In addition to our comprehensive range of books, we also use a selection of poems that reflect our community. 
History/Geography Handa’s Surprise- 

exploring another 
My Two Grannies 
(represents diversity) 

Significant 
individuals-Mary 
Seacole and 

Explorers Ancient Egyptians,  
 

Ancient Greeks South America, 
Our World 
Mayans 

WW2 
Trade 
 



country (Kenya) and 
culture.  
 
 

Floella comes to 
England (represents 
diversity) 

Florence 
Nightingale. 

Science Susan Laughs- 
respecting 
differences 
(disabilities)  
 
Handa’s Hen 
(represents 
diversity) 
 
Loud (understanding 
and respecting 
children with ADHD) 

Hand’s Surprise 
(represents diversity) 
Wakeup World 
(represents diversity) 
One Child, One Seed 
(represents diversity) 
Clean Up (represents 
diversity) 
A Scientist Like Me 
(represents diversity) 
Human Life Cycles 
(represents diversity) 
We’re Going on a Lion 
Hunt (represents 
diversity) 
The Elephant 
Detectives (represents 
diversity) 
For you are a Kenyan 
Child (represents 
diversity) 
 

Materials  
Patsy Sherman   
a Chemist who 
developed a 
chemical that could 
repel water on 
fabrics. 

Animals incl. humans 
Florence Nightingale 
A nurse who was the 
founder of modern 
nursing, making 
hospitals cleaner and 
safer place to be. 
Mary Seacole – a 
nurse who helped 
the sick on the 
battlefield during the 
Crimean War. 

Rocks Mary Anning the 
first English fossil 
collector, dealer, and 
palaeontologist who 
became known around 
the world. Her most 
famous discovery is 
the plesiosaur.  

Electricity Lewis H. 
Latimer an 
inventor who 
improved the light 
bulb by making 
the manufacturing 
of the carbon 
filaments better. 

Earth and Space 
Katherine 
Johnson Mary 
Vaughn Mary 
Jackson their 
work in 
Mathematics and 
Astrophysics help 
place the first 
American 
astronaut into 
orbit. 

Heart & Circulation 
Dr Charles Drew – 
An American 
surgeon and 
medical researcher 
who developed 
and improved the 
storage of blood for 
transfusion early in 
World War 2. 

Art/D&T Piet Mondrian 
Eric Carle  

Frida Kahlo 
Yayoi Kinsama 
Andy Warhol 

Andy Warhol 
Jan Griffier 
Andy Goldsmith 

Nerys Levi 
Local artist 

Alaa Awad 
Frank Bowling 

Walt Disney 
Ancient Greels 
Vikings 

Hars Holbein 
 

Henry Moore 
Propoganda 

Music Variety of music and 
nursery rhymes 
based on children’s 
interests  

Sister Sledge 
Bill Withers 
Stevie Wonder 
Louie Armstrong 
Kool and the Gang 
Pharrell Williams 
Earth, Wind and Fire 
Ganesh is Fresh 
African Lullaby by 
Hlabelela Ensemble 
Zain Bhika 

      



James Brown 
Incognito 
 

R.E.  
All children in all year groups are taught about the diversity within each of the major world religions, including Hinduism, Sikhism, Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Buddhism through local 
and global contexts. 
 

PE and Sport Usain Bolt, Galactic Explorers, Super Student 
School, Going to the Zoo. 

A Pirates Life for 
Me 
The Enchanted 
Forest 
Going to the Zoo 

The Good Knight 
Dion Island 
Going to the Zoo 

West Bromwich Albion Tournaments, SEND Warwickshire County Cricket,  

Enrichment 
Visits/Trips 

 
 
 

       

National and 
Whole School 
Events 

Eid celebrations. Theme days in the kitchen,  Chinese New Year, cultural workshops chosen annually, for example African drumming, Christmas Pantomine Samba workshop and Chinese 
Dragon workshops. 
BSL week, Cultural event with performing arts,  

Assemblies, PSHE, 
UNICEF Rights 
Respecting,  
British Values, 
Safeguarding,  

 Books 
Finlay’s Fibs (represents 
diversity) 
We are all different 
(represents diversity) 
Hair Love (represents 
diversity) 
A Superpower Like 
Mine (represents 
diversity) 
Who are you? 
(represents diversity) 
Old, New, Best Friends 
(represents diversity) 

Colour Monster 
(Feelings and 
Emotions) 
Have you filled a 
bucket? (Kindness) 
Ruby’s Worry 
(Anxiety) 
Tilda tries again 
(Resilience) 
What happened to 
you? (Disabilities) 
The problem with 
problems 
(worries/anxiety) 
The World Made a 
Rainbow (Inclusion) 
Spreading my 
wings (Identity) 
 
 

    Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness 
Knife Crime  

Jigsaw units of work 
 



 

Being Me-Who am I? Where do I come from? Respecting differences 
Dreams and Goals-Aspirarions 
Relationships-Being understanding and respectful of different relationships 
Changing me-Being respectful of how people may look/act different. 
 

Jigsaw (PSHE) assemblies  
 
Hello Yellow Day to mark Mental Heath Awareness Day. NSPCC Speak out, Stay Safe assembly for KS1-KS2. Internet Safety Week,  Anti-Bullying Week, Work on transition to another 
class/school, Sun Safety, Dreams and Goals-aspirations, Martin Luther King Day, Kindness Day, International Women’s Day 
 


